It Takes a Villa

An Authentic Tuscan Experience

Ev Barbara Barton Sloane

Hawen't we all, ar one time or
snother, dresmed of staving mn an
Italian wvilla? Midway throush our
dresm, however, reality sets in and
the scmual prospect of finding the
perfect villa, amansing a stay, all
seems daunting. Where o stan?

A good starting place Qs By
ConfAcing Drworways Villa
Vacadons, based in Brm Mawr
BA. FEit Bums, the president of
Doorways, is intimately soguainted
with Traly and represents many of its
villas, estates and homes. She and
her staff match their clients to the

oy

property. They will wark with you
1o choose the perfect locatwen, the
residence, and, if vou wish even
cTeate sn ionerary personalized for
your particular peeds.

I recentdy had the chance to
experience one of Hir's Italiam
villas on the Buoovisi Estate near
Lucca. The Buoovisl willa dates
from 1505, and the owners. Joe
and Giznna Dini, are gracious hosts
who muvite their guests o dimmer
where one samples foods typical of
the region
Driving wp to Villa Buomvist,
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hizh awop a Tuscan hillside, we
wind throuzh olive groves bursting
with fragrant spring blossoms and
wineyards just beginning o marure,
gearing uwp for their Septsmber
harvest. Finally, we reach our
destination. et back from zrest
manicured  lawns, the walk-way
tz lined with gizandc tarra cotta
planters, and before us Les Villa
Buomvist. It does not disappoint. In
fact, it's even more splendid dan m
the photos we'd seen. Fully restorad
to its orginal facade (as dictatad by
the Italian government), the villa 1z
a lovely pink beiga color, bearing a
“Talier” baloony and 3 fesco from
the 16* Cenrury over the doorway
that the Dinds discovered when the
fagade was being rastored.

Joe Dind, champing and affable,
welcomed vz with 2 glass of his
Tty Chardounsy as we sat around
the paol, oying to take in the vista,
the gardens, the lons grape arbor,
and the mountams behind us, Afer
atour of thevilla, we settled into our
roome. High bish ceilings, original,
ancienr file floors, and 3 pichure-
perfect view - noomiad church
steeples, chestrnt, olive and orange
groves, oomic Tuscan Cypress ireas
dotting the hills, and the town
below, all nnder a Tuscan blue sky.
Someone pinch me, quick!

The wonderfl thing bere is,
whather you want to do nothing e
chill out at the Villa or gef active
and explore the area, it's youwr
choice. Either way, it's prefty dam
wonderfil If you feel advenmurons,
oy hiking the mountam behind the
WVilla. Howsver, a word of caution:
this hike is for the serdously hearty!
Onpe climbs through some really
rouzh terrain, windinz through
fields of pink, wvellow, white and
scarler wild flowers and dense
wegetaion.  Gusranteed,  you're
soing to gat a few sorawches, and
at some point, you'll ask yoursaelf:
“Why did T sware this?” But it's oo

lae 1o tum back, so you forze on
After almost two hours, you amive
tred bar awiully prond of vourself
as you tam, Jook down, and ses
what vou've accomplished. Yow've
Just climbed 8 mountzin! Ch, and
there’s & delicions reward ar the
end of vour climb. Perched on the
top of the mountain, & cozy counmy
restanrant, Chaami Venti, where the
oamer hersalf serves you at a long
commmnal able set undsr a grove
of chesmut mees. Try the heamy
Ribolita, a typical, thick Tuscan
soup with vegetsbles, beaps and
bread and drizzled with olive oil -
a delicious and wnique pring piatt
and a nice, midday reward for your
moring’s efforts.

COme day, plan o vistt Lucca, In
this sl ver cosmopolitan walled
Tuscan town, you'll find wonderful
trattorizs, upscale clothing  and
Jjewelny boutigues, and nmisic. Lots
of mmsic. Let’s not forzer thar
this is the hirthplace of Gizcomo
Puccmi. The town offers hosts of
concerts and operas, and in July, the
famous Puccing fasovsl takes pace
in nearby Torre del Lazo. Abour
an hour from e villz, the Ligunan
coastal jewels of Cingue Tarme, five
wnique fisking villages, is known as
Imalv's “Hower-Fivera” As youwalk
bemween the wvillages, vou'll have
breathiakme views of the emerald
lue Mediterranean Sea, vineyards,
lempon trees and pine forests. Sit
at an outdoor cafe overlooking the
sea, and participate in one of my
favorite pastmes: people-watching
A fan weay to spend an afiemoon.

And for nussuans and shoppins
(inchiding many desimmer outlsts),
vouw'll want to spend a day in
Florence, enty an hour away.

Dhaing your stay, check out the
nearby ancient town of Pierasanta,
founded in 1255, Ome evening, wa
visited this prerry village and ar
radlight sat at 2 sidewslk cafe in the
TOWL square. Soon, we were joined

for an sppertif by the town’s mayor,
Massimo Mallegni, a youngish,
glegant mom, who was deligheed
to explain Pierasanta’s dhestmous
history. As light faded before us
lay the 14° Cepmary Church of
Sant’Agosting, in the background
the Apusn Alps. snd flanked oo
every sides, the famed marble
quarmies  where  Michsslangelo
himzelf chose the perfect pisce of
marble to creste “The Piem™ and
“David ”

Speaking of marble, in this reglon
knoam as Versilia, visit the toam of
Carrera and you can amangze for a
walking tow of Michaelangelo's
quarmy and then vistt the many
soulpture shudics in the area. Here
alzo yow'll find Parco delle Alpd
Apunane and Corchia’s Cavem, the
most imposing wnderground cave
in Italy, and one of the bizzest in
the world. Its amszme interior of
stalazrites and stalazmites is bathed
in amimic lighting aed wall leave
yon breathless.

Feelmz a bit wred? Visit the
Bazmi & Piza Spa, near Lucca in
San Giuliano Terme, where you can
hoomiste with their Silk Thermsl
Face Trestment or thelr Sesweed
Body Wrap. Or simply walk from
the villa to the botmom of the hill
and refrach yourself with ons of the
manmy pastel colored gelati at the
café La Perla, Fimally, swit or laze
oy the Villa's pool while Fafus, the
resident Gemsn Shepard drops a
tatiered kall at your fest and with
soulful eyes, asks you to play
“ferch”. Be forewsmped: once you
throy that ball, keIl drop it ar your
feet azain, and again and again. .

Mow, the event you've been
waiting for all day: Dipmer! Visit
2 lozal restaurant and linger over
3 tradifional Tuscan meal. Among
the restaurants we triad: AL'Oiva
in Lucca, L' Anronio o Pietrasania
and Bimbotto in Vormoe. And don’t
rush this experience. Dinners in



Iraly zre lomz, food o discussed,
tasted, appreciated, and the wine
flows. A perfect end o a perfect
day.

Az our deparmure fom Villa
Buowvist draws near, [ think back
ovar the week —the warm hospitality
of the Dinis, the unique and special
experiences each day bronght, the
manguility of soff Tuscan evenings,
playing “fetch” with Fufus, and
the sheer delight of livinz like a
Tuscan!

Soary Mamot and Hyvart, vou just
can't compare. Memaries are made
of this, and yes, it takes a Villa’
Gaood News for 2008

Joe & Gispna Dini have decided
that, m addition to the two villas
they presently rent on the estate,

the Villa del Barbaro and the Villa
Cardmale, they will rent, in 2008 for
the first time, their home, the Villa
Buoavisi. With ar conditionmg,
large living spaces and ten badrooms
with enswite bathrooms, this villa
even comes with the wse of ther
private Beach cabsnal Some of
the Villa's mnenities are a billiard
taizle, bocce court, home theatre and
v Also it is fully staffed with
3 cook, zardener and housekeepar
If you're planming a vacaton with
family or several frends, look oo
further. Kit Bums of Doorwsys,
Lid.. calls this experience a “golden
dream”. In her capable hands your
Tuscan dream is show: to come
tre!

Eit Bums, President, Doorwsys,

Lud., 900 County Line Foad Brym
Mawr, BA (8100 520 0806- (BOO)
261 4460 wam villavacations.com

Corchia’s Cave — Tel 39 03E<
T78405 Latpe . gnsrocorchda it

Bagui di Pisa Spa - Largo B
Shelley, 18, San Ginlisno Terme
e

Pistorante All'Olive - Piazza
5o, 1 - Tel: 0583 206284

L' Antonie — Plazzerts Crispd 11-12
- Tel: 0584 793354

Bimbott — Via di Vorme, 177 - Tal:
0583 9711930



